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"I had heard about this book for years. The person who put the word out, at least in lay circles, was probably
Luigi Barzini, in The Italians (1964). Praising his countrymen's gift for talking with their hands, Barzini
lamented that so little had been written on this subject. To his knowledge, only one person?Andrea de Jorio,
a Neapolitan priest?had attempted a lexicon of Italian hand gestures, in an 1832 volume entitled La Mimica
degli antichi investigata nel gestire napoletano.... Barzini offered a little sample.... Upon reading [it], you felt
that if you could not get hold of de Jorio's book immediately, you would bite your elbows.... [N]ot until this
year was de Jorio's treatise brought out in English. The translation, the copious notes, and the long, helpful
introduction... [are] a source of wisdom and delight." ?Joan Acocella, New York Review of Books

"The twentieth century found little time for de Jorio's pioneering work until recently, when the rise of
semiotics combined with an interest among art historians in gesture to invest his achievement with an
importance that not even he could have imagined. Even so, this book has been more often cited than read. In
view of its immense relevance to contemporary studies of gesture in the context of language and culture, it is
surprising that we have had to wait so long for a translation into English. Adam Kendon has now given us
the first complete, annotated rendering of [de Jorio's book]. Kendon himself is an established leader in the
new scientific approach to the study of gesture." ?G.W. Bowersock, The New Republic

Andrea de Jorio's La mimica degli antichi investigata nel gestire napoletano (‘Gestural Expression of the
Ancients in the light of Neapolitan gesturing'), was first published in Naples in 1832. It soon became famous
for its descriptions and depictions of Neapolitan gestures, but it is only with the recent expansion of scholarly
interest in gesture that its true importance has come to be recognized. It is the first book ever written which
presents what is, in effect, an ethnographic study of gesture. Treating gesture as a culturally established
communicative code, analogous to language, the book sets out to describe, with reference to an explicitly
defined cultural group, the gestural expressions of ordinary people as these are used in everyday life. It also
deals with numerous issues important for any semiotics of gesture, such as the question of the relationship
between physical form and meaning, the problem of how to present a description of the gestural repertoire of
a community in a consistent manner, the importance of context for the interpretation of gesture, how gestures
may be combined, how they develop as metaphorical expressions, among many others.

Andrea de Jorio (1769-1851) was a cleric and a Canon of the Cathedral of Naples, but he was also an
archaeologist and a curator at the Royal Borbonic Museum (today the National Archaeological Museum) in
that city. He was an expert on Greek vases and intimately involved in all aspects of archaeology then
developing in relation to the excavations at Herculaneum, Pompeii, Pozzuoli, Cuma and other sites within
the district of Naples. He believed that the ordinary people of Naples had preserved in their culture the
traditions of the ancient Greek founders of the city. For this reason he supposed that an understanding of
contemporary gestural expression would be useful in interpreting the gestures and bodily postures depicted
in the frescoes, mosaics, sculptures, and painted vases of Greco-Roman antiquity that had come to light from
the excavations near Naples and elsewhere. Thus he was led to describe the gesturing of contemporary
Neapolitans as fully as possible.



 Download Gesture in Naples and Gesture in Classical Antiqui ...pdf

 Read Online Gesture in Naples and Gesture in Classical Antiq ...pdf

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0253215064
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0253215064
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0253215064
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0253215064
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0253215064
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0253215064
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0253215064
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0253215064


Download and Read Free Online Gesture in Naples and Gesture in Classical Antiquity: A Translation
of Andrea de de Jorio, Adam Kendon

From reader reviews:

Eva Stanfield:

Gesture in Naples and Gesture in Classical Antiquity: A Translation of can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Gesture in Naples and Gesture in Classical Antiquity: A Translation of yet doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of
it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Carla Spiegel:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Gesture in Naples and Gesture in
Classical Antiquity: A Translation of reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty
Gesture in Naples and Gesture in Classical Antiquity: A Translation of as good book not simply by the cover
but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Nathaniel Marvel:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Gesture in Naples and Gesture in Classical Antiquity: A Translation of this
e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.
The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of
you.

Vincent Mireles:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Gesture in Naples and Gesture in Classical
Antiquity: A Translation of to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent
is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book



and read it. Beside that the publication Gesture in Naples and Gesture in Classical Antiquity: A Translation
of can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these
time.
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