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The Theory of Architecture Concepts, Themes & Practices Paul-Alan Johnson Although it has long been
thought that theory directs architectural practice, no one has explained precisely how the connection between
theory and practice is supposed to work. This guide asserts that architectural theory does not direct practice,
but is itself a form of reflective practice. Paul-Alan Johnson cuts through the jargon and mystery of
architectural theory to clarify how it relates to actual applications in the field. He also reveals the connections
between new and old ideas to enhance the reader's powers of critical evaluation. Nearly 100 major concepts,
themes, and practices of architecture--as well as the rhetoric of architects and designers--are presented in an
easily accessible format. Throughout, Johnson attempts to reduce each architectural notion into its essential
concept. By doing so, he makes theory accessible for everyday professional discussion. Topics are arranged
under ten headings: identification, definition, power, attitudes, ethics, order, authority, governance,
relationship, and expression. Areas covered under these headings include:
* Utopic thought in theories of architecture
* Advocacy and citizen participation in architecture
* The basis of architectural quality and excellence
* The roles of the architect as artist, poet, scientist, and technologist
* Ethical obligations of architecture
* Rationales for models and methods of design
* How authority is determined in architecture
* How architects structure their concepts
* Conventions of communication within the architectural profession
Each section begins by showing the etymology of key terms of the topic discussed, along with a summary
history of the topic's use in architecture. Discussions probe the conceptual and philosophical difficulties of
different theories, as well as their potential and limitations in past and present usage. Among the provocative
issues discussed in terms of their relationship to architecture are chaos theory, feminism, service to the
community, and the use of metaphor. Johnson points out with stunning clarity the intentions as well as the
contradictions and inconsistencies of all notions and concepts. All architects and designers, as well as
students and teachers in these disciplines, will gain many insights about architectural thought in this
groundbreaking text.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Ross:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These
are reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Theory of Architecture: Concepts Themes & Practices.

Tina McKinney:

The book The Theory of Architecture: Concepts Themes & Practices give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book
The Theory of Architecture: Concepts Themes & Practices being your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like open and read a publication The Theory of Architecture: Concepts Themes &
Practices. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do
you think about this guide?

Jenny Perez:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual The Theory of
Architecture: Concepts Themes & Practices is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Jason Bradley:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving The Theory of Architecture:
Concepts Themes & Practices that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you could pick The Theory of Architecture: Concepts Themes & Practices
become your starter.
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