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Between 1939 and 1945 more than 17,000 Catholic German priests and seminarians were conscripted into
Hitler’s Wehrmacht. Men who had devoted their lives to God found themselves advancing the cause of an
abhorrent regime. Lauren Faulkner Rossi draws on personal correspondence, official military reports,
memoirs, and interviews to present a detailed picture of Catholic priests who served faithfully in the German
armed forces in the Second World War. Most of them failed to see the bitter irony of their predicament.

Wehrmacht Priests plumbs the moral justifications of men who were committed to their religious vocation as
well as to the cause of German nationalism. In their wartime and postwar writings, these soldiers often stated
frankly that they went to war willingly, because it was their spiritual duty to care for their countrymen in
uniform. But while some priests became military chaplains, carrying out work consistent with their religious
training, most served in medical roles or, in the case of seminarians, in general infantry. Their convictions
about their duty only strengthened as Germany waged an increasingly desperate battle against the Soviet
Union, which they believed was an existential threat to the Catholic Church and German civilization.

Wehrmacht Priests unpacks the complex relationship between the Catholic Church and the Nazi regime,
including the Church’s fierce but futile attempts to preserve its independence under Hitler’s dictatorship, its
accommodations with the Nazis regarding spiritual care in the military, and the shortcomings of Catholic
doctrine in the face of total war and genocide.
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From reader reviews:

William Mayer:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To
be sure that book is very important usually. The book Wehrmacht Priests: Catholicism and the Nazi War of
Annihilation ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The book Wehrmacht Priests: Catholicism and the Nazi War of
Annihilation is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship
together with the book Wehrmacht Priests: Catholicism and the Nazi War of Annihilation. You never sense
lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Cheryl Fenske:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Wehrmacht Priests: Catholicism and
the Nazi War of Annihilation book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Cynthia Carter:

Typically the book Wehrmacht Priests: Catholicism and the Nazi War of Annihilation has a lot details on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after looking over this book.

Donald Cauley:

Beside this kind of Wehrmacht Priests: Catholicism and the Nazi War of Annihilation in your phone, it
might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Wehrmacht Priests: Catholicism and the Nazi War of Annihilation
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
the idea? Find this book along with read it from at this point!
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