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A systematic introduction into the mimetic theory of the French-American literary theorist and philosophical
anthropologist René Girard, this essential text explains its three main pillars (mimetic desire, the scapegoat
mechanism, and the Biblical “difference”) with the help of examples from literature and philosophy. This
book also offers an overview of René Girard’s life and work, showing how much mimetic theory results
from existential and spiritual insights into one’s own mimetic entanglements. Furthermore it examines the
broader implications of Girard’s theories, from the mimetic aspect of sovereignty and wars to the
relationship between the scapegoat mechanism and the question of capital punishment. Mimetic theory is
placed within the context of current cultural and political debates like the relationship between religion and
modernity, terrorism, the death penalty, and gender issues. Drawing textual examples from European
literature (Cervantes, Shakespeare, Goethe, Kleist, Stendhal, Storm, Flaubert, Dostoevsky, Proust) and
philosophy (Plato, Camus, Sartre, Lévi-Strauss, Derrida, Vattimo), Palaver uses mimetic theory to explore
the themes they present. A highly accessible book, this text is complemented by bibliographical references to
Girard’s widespread work and secondary literature on mimetic theory and its applications, comprising a
valuable bibliographical archive that provides the reader with an overview of the development and
discussion of mimetic theory until the present day.
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From reader reviews:

James Blouin:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever they
consider because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like examining a book?
Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you'll
have this René Girard's Mimetic Theory (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture).

Dianne Tripp:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book René Girard's Mimetic Theory (Studies in Violence, Mimesis,
& Culture). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important some sort of book René Girard's Mimetic Theory (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture). You
can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Erin Marshall:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this René Girard's Mimetic
Theory (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) book because this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably
know this.

Sylvester Perkins:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could
be taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take René Girard's Mimetic Theory (Studies in
Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) as the daily resource information.
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