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A new edition of the book many have called James Baldwin’s most influential work

Written during the 1940s and early 1950s, when Baldwin was only in his twenties, the essays collected in
Notes of a Native Son capture a view of black life and black thought at the dawn of the civil rights movement
and as the movement slowly gained strength through the words of one of the most captivating essayists and
foremost intellectuals of that era. Writing as an artist, activist, and social critic, Baldwin probes the complex
condition of being black in America. With a keen eye, he examines everything from the significance of the
protest novel to the motives and circumstances of the many black expatriates of the time, from his home in
“The Harlem Ghetto” to a sobering “Journey to Atlanta.”

Notes of a Native Son inaugurated Baldwin as one of the leading interpreters of the dramatic social changes
erupting in the United States in the twentieth century, and many of his observations have proven almost
prophetic. His criticism on topics such as the paternalism of white progressives or on his own friend Richard
Wright’s work is pointed and unabashed. He was also one of the few writing on race at the time who
addressed the issue with a powerful mixture of outrage at the gross physical and political violence against
black citizens and measured understanding of their oppressors, which helped awaken a white audience to the
injustices under their noses. Naturally, this combination of brazen criticism and unconventional empathy for
white readers won Baldwin as much condemnation as praise.

Notes is the book that established Baldwin’s voice as a social critic, and it remains one of his most admired
works. The essays collected here create a cohesive sketch of black America and reveal an intimate portrait of
Baldwin’s own search for identity as an artist, as a black man, and as an American.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Jones:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Notes of a Native
Son? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together
with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Benjamin Hoffman:

Here thing why this specific Notes of a Native Son are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as
food or not. Notes of a Native Son giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with Notes of a Native Son. It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach
home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Notes of
a Native Son in e-book can be your option.

Joseph Nixon:

This book untitled Notes of a Native Son to be one of several books this best seller in this year, here is
because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason
to you to past this book from your list.

William White:

Notes of a Native Son can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word
into satisfaction arrangement in writing Notes of a Native Son however doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.
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