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Thank you, our Stalin, for a happy childhood." "Thank you, dear Marshal [Stalin], for our freedom, for our
children's happiness, for life." Between the Russian Revolution and the Cold War, Soviet public culture was
so dominated by the power of the state that slogans like these appeared routinely in newspapers, on posters,
and in government proclamations. In this penetrating historical study, Jeffrey Brooks draws on years of
research into the most influential and widely circulated Russian newspapers--including Pravda, Isvestiia, and
the army paper Red Star--to explain the origins, the nature, and the effects of this unrelenting idealization of
the state, the Communist Party, and the leader.

Brooks shows how, beginning with Lenin, the Communists established a state monopoly of the media that
absorbed literature, art, and science into a stylized and ritualistic public culture--a form of political
performance that became its own reality and excluded other forms of public reflection. He presents and
explains scores of self-congratulatory newspaper articles, including tales of Stalin's supposed achievements
and virtue, accounts of the country's allegedly dynamic economy, and warnings about the decadence and
cruelty of the capitalist West. Brooks pays particular attention to the role of the press in the reconstruction of
the Soviet cultural system to meet the Nazi threat during World War II and in the transformation of national
identity from its early revolutionary internationalism to the ideology of the Cold War. He concludes that the
country's one-sided public discourse and the pervasive idea that citizens owed the leader gratitude for the
"gifts" of goods and services led ultimately to the inability of late Soviet Communism to diagnose its own
ills, prepare alternative policies, and adjust to new realities.

The first historical work to explore the close relationship between language and the implementation of the
Stalinist-Leninist program, Thank You, Comrade Stalin! is a compelling account of Soviet public culture as
reflected through the country's press.
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From reader reviews:

Shane Webb:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Thank You, Comrade Stalin!: Soviet Public Culture from
Revolution to Cold War (Princeton Paperbacks).

Lee Parkin:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Thank You,
Comrade Stalin!: Soviet Public Culture from Revolution to Cold War (Princeton Paperbacks)? Maybe it is
for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book,
you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Jeremy Windham:

This book untitled Thank You, Comrade Stalin!: Soviet Public Culture from Revolution to Cold War
(Princeton Paperbacks) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because
when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in
the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this book from your list.

Betty Dansby:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Thank You, Comrade Stalin!: Soviet
Public Culture from Revolution to Cold War (Princeton Paperbacks) guide written by well-known writer
who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you
still question Thank You, Comrade Stalin!: Soviet Public Culture from Revolution to Cold War (Princeton
Paperbacks) as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that can break
don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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