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In this riveting narrative, Barron H. Lerner offers a superb medical and cultural history of our century-long
battle with breast cancer. Revisiting the past, Lerner argues, can illuminate and clarify the dilemmas
confronted by women with--and at risk for--the disease. Writing with insight and compassion, Lerner tells a
compelling story of influential surgeons, anxious patients and committed activists. There are colorful
portraits of the leading figures, ranging from the acerbic Dr. William Halsted, who pioneered the disfiguring
radical mastectomy at the turn of the century to George Crile, Jr., the Cleveland surgeon who shocked the
medical establishment by going public with his doubts about mastectomy, to Rose Kushner, a brash
journalist who relentlessly educated American women about breast cancer. Lerner offers a fascinating
account of the breast cancer wars: the insistent efforts of physicians to vanquish the enemy; the fights waged
by feminists and maverick doctors to combat a paternalistic legacy that discouraged decision-making by
patients; and the struggles of statisticians and researchers to generate definitive data in the face of the great
risks and uncertainties raised by the disease. As easy as it is to demonize male physicians, the persistence of
the radical mastectomy and other invasive treatments has had as much to do with the complicated scientific
understandings of breast cancer as with sexism. In Lerners hands, the fight against breast cancer opens a
window on American medical practice over the last century: the pursuit of dramatic cures with sophisticated
technologies, the emergence of patients rights, the ethical and legal challenges raised by informed consent,
and the limited ability of scientific knowledge to provide quick solutions for serious illnesses. A searching
and profound work on an emotionally charged issue, The Breast Cancer Wars tells a story that remains of
vital importance to modern breast cancer patients, their families and the clinicians who strive to treat and
prevent this dreaded disease.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Lewis:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this The Breast Cancer Wars: Hope, Fear,
and the Pursuit of a Cure in Twentieth-Century America book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Kristen Self:

The particular book The Breast Cancer Wars: Hope, Fear, and the Pursuit of a Cure in Twentieth-Century
America will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is
very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Breast
Cancer Wars: Hope, Fear, and the Pursuit of a Cure in Twentieth-Century America is much recommended to
you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the
book.

Mark Miller:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and The Breast Cancer Wars: Hope,
Fear, and the Pursuit of a Cure in Twentieth-Century America or perhaps others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Breast
Cancer Wars: Hope, Fear, and the Pursuit of a Cure in Twentieth-Century America to make your spare time
far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Tim Andrus:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Breast Cancer Wars:
Hope, Fear, and the Pursuit of a Cure in Twentieth-Century America to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and examining
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the publication The
Breast Cancer Wars: Hope, Fear, and the Pursuit of a Cure in Twentieth-Century America can to be your



friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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