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Josiah Gorgas was best known as the highly regarded Chief of Confederate Ordnance. Born in 1818, he
attended West Point, served in the U.S. Army, and later, after marrying Amelia Gayle, daughter of a former
Alabama governor, joined the Confederacy. After the Civil War he served as president of The University of
Alabama until ill health forced him to resign. His journals, maintained between 1857 and 1878, reflect the
family's economic successes and failures, detail the course of the South through the Civil War, and describe
the ordeal of Reconstruction. Few journals cover such a sweep of history. An added dimension is the view of
Victorian family life as Gorgas explored his feelings about aspects of parental responsibility and
transmission of values to children--a rarely documented account from the male perspective. His son, called
Willie in the journals, was William Crawford Gorgas (1854-1920), who was noted for his fight to control
yellow fever and who became surgeon general of the United States.

In his foreword to the volume, Frank E. Vandiver states: "Wiggins has done much more than present a well-
edited version of Gorgas's diaries and journals; she has interpreted them in full Gorgas family context and in
perspective of the times they cover. . . . Wiggins informs with the sort of editorial notes expected of a careful
scholar, but she enlightens with wide knowledge of American and southern history. . . . Josiah Gorgas [was]
an unusually observant, passionate man, a 'galvanized Rebel' who deserves rank among the true geniuses of
American logistics."
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From reader reviews:

Steve Pratt:

This The Journals of Josiah Gorgas, 1857-1878 book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world
is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This The Journals of Josiah Gorgas, 1857-1878 without we realize teach the one who examining it become
critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Journals of Josiah Gorgas, 1857-1878 can
bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with
your lovely laptop even phone. This The Journals of Josiah Gorgas, 1857-1878 having great arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

David Conte:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Journals of Josiah Gorgas,
1857-1878 is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Mildred Yen:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Journals of
Josiah Gorgas, 1857-1878 suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. The
particular book untitled The Journals of Josiah Gorgas, 1857-1878is a single of several books this everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book
you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Charles Frye:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in
the top collection in your reading list will be The Journals of Josiah Gorgas, 1857-1878. This book and that
is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards
and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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