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From angry street demonstrations in the Middle East to the terrorism of Osama bin Laden, the news is filled
with images of Islam as a militant and rabidly anti-American religion. Now, in this lavishly illustrated
volume, Mathew Gordon offers a different view, in a clear and informative guide to virtually every aspect of
Islam.
Gordon begins with a historical overview of Islam, from the divine revelations Muhammad received in
Mecca to the triumphant rule of the Caliphs. He illuminates the central features of Islam, from the structure
and teachings of the Koran, to the Sharia (the intricate and subtle web of legal teachings), to the duties of
worship (the profession of faith, the daily cycle of prayer, alms-giving, the Ramadan fast, and the Hajj, or
pilgrimage to Mecca). The book offers lucid and insightful discussions of the different branches of Islam,
such as the Shii (also called Shia or Shiite), the Ismaili, and the mystic traditions of Sufism. In addition, he
explains the importance of divinely inspired figures, or Imams, in Shiism; includes sidebars on such things as
Islamic literature and art; and offers boxed features on topics such as the Hajj, the historical place of
conquered non-Muslims in the Arab Islamic empire. Gordon also addresses the role of women in Islamic
societies, the many political crosscurrents, and much more.
Islam has spread around the world--from the Philippines to Pakistan, and from Albania to Atlantic Avenue in
Brooklyn. This clear, honest, and respectful guide, featuring dozens of striking color photographs, clears
away the misconceptions and reveals Islam's true beauty and power.
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From reader reviews:

Randal Revilla:

This Islam book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit
you will get by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info
which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular Islam without we
comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be
worry Islam can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Islam having great arrangement in word
along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Michael Kruger:

Here thing why that Islam are different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it
really depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Islam giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no e-book that
similar with Islam. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
area, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded
book maybe the form of Islam in e-book can be your choice.

Agatha Draper:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a e-book. The book Islam it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of
your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Sergio Terry:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Islam can be the reply, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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