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The term "Pensées" is appropriated from a book of the same name (it translates from the French as
"Thoughts") by the philosopher Blaise Pascal. Pascal argues that a universe without God is terrifying and
meaningless; he goes on to offer his famous—perhaps infamous is a better word—“wager,” whereby he
argues that belief in God is a good bet, an expedient decision. In lively and accessible prose, shot through
and through with humour and satirical wit, Professor Zimmerman demolishes the choice for Christian faith
by exploring some powerful moral and intellectual objections to religion. He does so partly through a look at
history: the brutal outrages of the Protestant Reformation; the crimes of the Catholic Church with its
thought-police, the Inquisition; the heart-breaking travesty of the Salem witchcraft delusion. He also
discusses how Christianity has impeded the growth of scientific progress (the Galileo affair) and, through an
interpretation of Nathaniel Hawthorne’s romance-novel "The Scarlet Letter," how it can be detrimental to a
person’s psychological health and sense of self-worth. While "Pensées" destroys the argument for religious
belief, Zimmerman does not leave the reader hanging over an existential and philosophical void: the book
introduces the theme of atheistic existentialism with a chapter on Friedrich Nietzsche and ends, via an
exploration of Viktor Frankl’s logotherapy, with a passionate recommendation of existential humanism as a
viable alternative to religion as a philosophy of life. Zimmerman ranges widely through the disciplines to
come to this final recommendation—history, literature, science, philosophy, psychology,
sociology—appealing both to our reason (logos) and our emotions (pathos), and drawing upon sources from
the highbrow (noted authors, notable scholars) to popular culture (The Simpsons, South Park, Monty Python,
George Carlin, Woody Allen). Pensées is a lively and profoundly thought-provoking read, even a life-
changing—certainly a life-affirming—experience.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Caron:

This Pensées: Moral and Intellectual Objections to Christianity from a Multi-Disciplinary Point of View
book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by
reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting
deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific Pensées: Moral and Intellectual
Objections to Christianity from a Multi-Disciplinary Point of View without we know teach the one who
examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Pensées: Moral and
Intellectual Objections to Christianity from a Multi-Disciplinary Point of View can bring once you are and
not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This Pensées: Moral and Intellectual Objections to Christianity from a Multi-Disciplinary
Point of View having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

James Murray:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Pensées: Moral and Intellectual Objections to Christianity from a Multi-
Disciplinary Point of View book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find
the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with Pensées: Moral and Intellectual
Objections to Christianity from a Multi-Disciplinary Point of View content conveys the idea easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Pensées: Moral and Intellectual Objections to Christianity
from a Multi-Disciplinary Point of View is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

George Miller:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Pensées: Moral
and Intellectual Objections to Christianity from a Multi-Disciplinary Point of View suitable to you?
Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled Pensées: Moral and
Intellectual Objections to Christianity from a Multi-Disciplinary Point of Viewis a single of several books in
which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their
strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give
you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Annie Hiatt:

The particular book Pensées: Moral and Intellectual Objections to Christianity from a Multi-Disciplinary



Point of View has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The
book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book.
That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.
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