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This volume was originally written in Dutch by John Esquemeling, and first published in Amsterdam in 1678
under the title of De Americaeneche Zee Roovers. It immediately became very popular and this first hand
history of the Buccaneers of America was soon translated into the principal European languages. The first
English edition was printed in 1684.

Of the author, John Esquemeling, very little is known although it is generally conceded that he was in all
probability a Fleming or Hollander, a quite natural supposition as his first works were written in the Dutch
language. He came to the island of Tortuga, the headquarters of the Buccaneers, in 1666 in the employ of the
French West-India Company. Several years later this same company, owing to unsuccessful business
arrangements, recalled their representatives to France and gave their officers orders to sell the company's
land and all its servants. Esquemeling then a servant of the company was sold to a stern master by whom he
was treated with great cruelty. Owing to hard work, poor food and exposure he became dangerously ill, and
his master seeing his weak condition and fearing to lose the money Esquemeling had cost him resold him to
a surgeon. This new master treated him kindly so that Esquemeling's health was speedily restored, and after
one year's service he was set at liberty upon a promise to pay his benefactor, the surgeon, 100 pieces of eight
at such a time as he found himself in funds.

Once more a free man he determined to join the pirates and was received into their society and remained
with them until 1672. Esquemeling served the Buccaneers in the capacity of barber-surgeon, and was present
at all their exploits. Little did he suspect that his first hand observations would some day be cherished as the
only authentic and true history of the Buccaneers and Marooners of the Spanish Main.

From time to time new editions of this work have been published, but in many cases much new material, not
always authentic, has been added and the result has been to mar the original narrative as set forth by
Esquemeling. In arranging this edition, the original English text only has been used, and but few changes
made by cutting out the long and tedious description of plant and animal life of the West-Indies of which
Esquemeling had only a smattering of truth. But, the history of Captain Morgan and his fellow buccaneers is
here printed almost identical with the original English translation, and we believe it is the first time this
history has been published in a suitable form for the juvenile reader with no loss of interest to the adult.

The world wide attention at this time in the Isthmus of Panama and the great canal connecting the Atlantic
with the Pacific Ocean lends to this narrative an additional stimulus. Here are set forth the deeds of daring of
the wild freebooters in crossing the isthmus to attack the cities, Puerto Bellow and Panama. The sacking and
burning of these places accompanied by pillage, fire, and treasure seeking both on land and on sea form
exciting reading. The Buccaneers and Marooners of America well deserves a place on the book shelf with
those old world-wide favorites Robinsoe Crusoe and the Swiss Family Robinson.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Daggett:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled BUCCANEERS OF AMERICA (ILLUSTRATED). Try
to make the book BUCCANEERS OF AMERICA (ILLUSTRATED) as your pal. It means that it can to be
your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by
the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Dennis Byrd:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The BUCCANEERS OF AMERICA
(ILLUSTRATED) is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Brenda Lee:

Often the book BUCCANEERS OF AMERICA (ILLUSTRATED) has a lot details on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this book.

Harry Dwyer:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and BUCCANEERS OF AMERICA
(ILLUSTRATED) or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book,
any other book likes BUCCANEERS OF AMERICA (ILLUSTRATED) to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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