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In 1951, designer Greta Magnusson Grossman observed that California design was "not a superimposed
style, but an answer to present conditions....It has developed out of our own preferences for living in a
modern way." California design influenced the material culture of the entire country, in everything from
architecture to fashion. This generously illustrated book, which accompanies a major exhibition at the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art, is the first comprehensive examination of California's mid-century modern
design. It begins by tracing the origins of a distinctively California modernism in the 1930s by such
European émigrés as Richard Neutra, Rudolph Schindler, and Kem Weber; it finds other specific design
influences and innovations in solid-color commercial ceramics, inspirations from Mexico and Asia, new
schools for design training, new concepts about leisure, and the conversion of wartime technologies to
peacetime use (exemplified by Charles and Ray Eames's plywood and fiberglass furniture).

The heart of California Design is the modern California home, famously characterized by open plans
conducive to outdoor living. The layouts of modernist homes by Pierre Koenig, Craig Ellwood, and Raphael
Soriano, for example, were intended to blur the distinction between indoors and out. Homes were furnished
with products from Heath Ceramics, Van Keppel-Green, and Architectural Pottery as well as other,
previously unheralded companies and designers. Many objects were designed to be multifunctional: pool and
patio furniture that was equally suitable indoors, lighting that was both task and ambient, bookshelves that
served as room dividers, and bathing suits that would turn into ensembles appropriate for indoor
entertainment.

California Design includes 350 images, most in color, of furniture, ceramics, metalwork, architecture,
graphic and industrial design, film, textiles, and fashion, and ten incisive essays that trace the rise of the
California design aesthetic.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Mendoza:

This book untitled California Design, 1930--1965: "Living in a Modern Way" to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in
it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Mary Gobeil:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare time
coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading books. It
can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is usually California
Design, 1930--1965: "Living in a Modern Way".

Frank Arnett:

This California Design, 1930--1965: "Living in a Modern Way" is brand-new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this California
Design, 1930--1965: "Living in a Modern Way" can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the
form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think
that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So
, don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Susan Garrard:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By the book California Design, 1930--1965: "Living in a Modern Way" we can have more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book
that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book California Design,
1930--1965: "Living in a Modern Way". You can more pleasing than now.
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