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We take reputations for granted. Believing in the bad and the good natures of our notorious or illustrious
forebears is part of our shared national heritage. Yet we are largely ignorant of how such reputations came to
be, who was instrumental in creating them, and why. Even less have we considered how villains, just as
much as heroes, have helped our society define its values.
Presenting essays on America's most reviled traitor, its worst president, and its most controversial literary
ingénue (Benedict Arnold, Warren G. Harding, and Lolita), among others, sociologist Gary Alan Fine
analyzes negative, contested, and subcultural reputations. Difficult Reputations offers eight compelling
historical case studies as well as a theoretical introduction situating the complex roles in culture and history
that negative reputations play.

Arguing the need for understanding real conditions that lead to proposed interpretations, as well as how
reputations are given meaning over time, this book marks an important contribution to the sociologies of
culture and knowledge.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Flanagan:

This Difficult Reputations: Collective Memories of the Evil, Inept, and Controversial book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book
is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper
you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular Difficult Reputations: Collective
Memories of the Evil, Inept, and Controversial without we understand teach the one who reading it become
critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Difficult Reputations: Collective Memories of the
Evil, Inept, and Controversial can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This Difficult Reputations:
Collective Memories of the Evil, Inept, and Controversial having good arrangement in word and layout, so
you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Donna Cancel:

The reason why? Because this Difficult Reputations: Collective Memories of the Evil, Inept, and
Controversial is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it
will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore
or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as
help improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Rick Maldonado:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The Difficult Reputations: Collective Memories of the Evil, Inept, and Controversial
offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Mary Burnette:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can view that
now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to your



account is Difficult Reputations: Collective Memories of the Evil, Inept, and Controversial this book consist
a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.
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