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Hymns To the Night and Spiritual Songs Novalis
NOVALIS: HYMNSTO THE NIGHT

A new edition of Novalis Hymns To the Night, and Spiritual Songs, trandated by George Macdonald, with
an introduction and notes by Carol Appleby.

Includes the German text.

Novalis (Friedrich von Hardenberg, 1772-1801) is the most mystical of the German Romantic poets. Heis at
once the most typical and the most unusual of the German Romantic writers, indeed, of all Romantic poets.
His best known work, Hymns To the Night, was published in 1800.

Novalisis supremely idedlistic, far more so than Johann Wolfgang von Goethe or Heinrich Heine. He died
young, which makes him, like Percy Bysshe Shelley and John Keats, something of a hero (or martyr). He did
not write as much as Shelley, but hiswork, like that of Keats or Arthur Rimbaud, promised much. For
Michael Hamburger, Novalis poetry is amost totally idealistic:

Novalis's philosophy, then, is not mystical, but utopian. That iswhy his imaginative works are almost wholly
lacking in conflict. They are a perpetual idyll.

It'strue that Novalis work is supremely idealistic, and utopian. But it is also mystical, because it points
towards the invisible, unseen and unknown, and aims to reach that ecstatic realm. Novalis wrote:

The sense of poetry has much in common with that for mysticism. It is the sense of the peculiar, personal,
unknown, mysterious, for what is to be revealed, the necessary-accidental . It represents the unrepresentable.
It seestheinvisible, feels the unfeelable, etc... The sense for poetry has a close relationship with the sense
for augury and the religious sense, with the sense for prophecy in general.

Glyn Hughes remarks of Novalis. 'The sustaining interest in the reading of Novalissworks is the sense of
contact with amind of visionary intensity and total commitment. The poetic achievement isin the
momentary glimpses of ideal reality: what, in other contexts, we should call epiphanies. (61)

Thetrandator of Hymns To the Night, Scottish fantasist George Macdonald (1824-95), included Lewis
Carroll and John Ruskin among his literary friends. His well-known works were Phantastes (1858), Lilith
(1895), Bannerman’s Boyhood and the Curdie children’ s stories: The Princess and the Goblin (1872) and
The Princess and Curdie (1882). Macdonald’ s books were a significant influence on both J.R.R. Tolkien and
C.S. Lewis.

Illustrated. With bibliography and notes. 160 pages. ISBN 9781861714350.
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From reader reviews:
Anthony Y oungblood:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by ae-
book. Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Hymns To the Night and Spiritual
Songs will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with
you?

Alberta Smith:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Hymns To
the Night and Spiritual Songs suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in thisera. The
particular book untitled Hymns To the Night and Spiritual Songsis the main of several books this everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired alot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their ideain the simple
way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you awide range
of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Myron Abbott:

Often the book Hymns To the Night and Spiritual Songs will bring one to the new experience of reading a
book. The author style to describe the ideais very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book
very suited to you. The book Hymns To the Night and Spiritual Songs is much recommended to you to see.
Y ou can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

ThelmaPrice;

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media Y ou can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It isknown as of book Hymns To the Night and Spiritual Songs. Y ou can add your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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