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Many children growing up in the Soviet Union before World War II knew the meaning of deprivation and
dread. But for the son of an “enemy of the people,” those apprehensions were especially compounded.

When the secret police came for his father in 1938, ten-year-old Anatole Konstantin saw his family plunged
into a morass of fear. His memoir of growing up in Stalinist Russia re-creates in vivid detail the daily trials
of people trapped in this regime before and during the repressive years of World War II—and the equally
horrific struggles of refugees after that conflict.

Evicted from their home, their property confiscated, and eventually forced to leave their town, Anatole’s
family experienced the fate of millions of Soviet citizens whose loved ones fell victim to Stalin’s purges. His
mother, Raya, resorted to digging peat, stacking bricks, and even bootlegging to support herself and her two
children. How she managed to hold her family together in a rapidly deteriorating society—and how young
Anatole survived the horrors of marginalization and war—form a story more compelling than any novel.

Looking back on those years from adulthood, Konstantin reflects on both his formal education under harsh
conditions and his growing awareness of the contradictions between propaganda and reality. He tells of life
in the small Ukrainian town of Khmelnik just before World War II and of how some of its citizens
collaborated with the German occupation, lending new insight into the fate of Ukrainian Jews and Nazi
corruption of local officials. And in recounting his experiences as a refugee, he offers a new look at everyday
life in early postwar Poland and Germany, as well as one of the few firsthand accounts of life in postwar
Displaced Persons camps.

A Red Boyhood takes readers inside Stalinist Russia to experience the grim realities of repression—both
under a Soviet regime and German occupation. A moving story of desperate people in desperate times, it
brings to life the harsh realities of the twentieth century for young and old readers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Cooper:

This A Red Boyhood: Growing Up Under Stalin book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you
will get. This particular A Red Boyhood: Growing Up Under Stalin without we recognize teach the one who
examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry A Red Boyhood: Growing
Up Under Stalin can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because
you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This A Red Boyhood: Growing Up Under Stalin
having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Rosalie Dietrich:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular A Red Boyhood: Growing
Up Under Stalin is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Della McDonald:

This A Red Boyhood: Growing Up Under Stalin are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this A Red Boyhood: Growing Up Under Stalin can be among
the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with
information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just
about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this A Red
Boyhood: Growing Up Under Stalin giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Kevin Zavala:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have
read is actually A Red Boyhood: Growing Up Under Stalin.
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