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“I have found Spade and Valentine’s Kaleidoscope of Gender to be the most effective reader that I have
used in my undergraduate Sociology of Gender class, and I was delighted to see what promises to be an even
better second edition that recently arrived.”

-Linda Grant, University of Georgia

“In a substantial theoretical introduction, Spade and Valentine move their discussion forward by
introducing their kaleidoscope metaphor which is comprised of the “prisms” of culture…that intersect to
produce patterns of difference and systems of privilege. Because it captures the fluidity and uniqueness of the
intricate patterns, the kaleidoscope is a valuable analytical tool. Though it enters a terrain already littered
with terminology, this “prismatic” understanding of gender has great potential for transforming current
conceptualizations.”

-Jennifer Keys, North Central College

Examining the elusive, evolving construct of gender in a unique text/ reader format

An accessible, timely, and stimulating introduction to the sociology of gender, The Kaleidoscope of
Gender: Prisms, Patterns, and Possibilities, Second Edition, provides a comprehensive analysis of key
ideas, theories, and applications in this field as viewed through the metaphor of a kaleidoscope. This
collection of creative articles by top scholars explains how the complex, evolving pattern of gender is
constructed interpersonally, institutionally, and culturally and challenges students to question how gender
shapes their daily lives. Like the prior edition, the Second Edition maintains a focus on contemporary
contributions to the field while incorporating classical and theoretical arguments to provide a broad
framework. Integrating a cross-cultural focus and intersectional inquiry, this unique text/reader vividly
illustrates that gender is a malleable continuum of prisms, patterns, and possibilities.

New to the Second Edition

· 27 new readings, including interdisciplinary research articles as well as articles from the popular media,
complement the 23 readings retained from the prior edition
· Updated extensive introductions to each chapter provide a helpful framework for the readings to follow and
include the most recent statistics, new concepts, and references
· Increased emphasis on readings about social movements for equality (Chapter 10), a sharper focus on work
(7), and new readings on domestic violence such as an article on rape on college campuses (8)
· An even greater emphasis on intersectional analysis and a deeper understanding of masculinities

Instructor’s Resources on CD-ROM: Available to qualified instructors (contact info@sagepub.com), the
CD includes ideas for class exercises, video suggestions, assignments, and more.

Intended Audience
This text/ reader is ideal for undergraduate courses such as the Sociology of Sex and Gender, Gender and



Sexuality, Race, Class, Gender, and Sexuality; and related courses in departments of sociology, women’s
studies, and gender studies.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Wilson:

Here thing why this The Kaleidoscope of Gender: Prisms, Patterns, and Possibilities are different and reliable
to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. The Kaleidoscope of Gender: Prisms, Patterns, and Possibilities giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar
with The Kaleidoscope of Gender: Prisms, Patterns, and Possibilities. It gives you thrill studying journey, its
open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. If
you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Kaleidoscope of Gender:
Prisms, Patterns, and Possibilities in e-book can be your substitute.

Debra Sudduth:

The particular book The Kaleidoscope of Gender: Prisms, Patterns, and Possibilities has a lot of information
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Hilda Dumas:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book The Kaleidoscope of Gender: Prisms, Patterns, and
Possibilities was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Kaleidoscope of
Gender: Prisms, Patterns, and Possibilities has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading this.

Bryon Diaz:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By the book The Kaleidoscope of Gender: Prisms, Patterns, and Possibilities we can get more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book
The Kaleidoscope of Gender: Prisms, Patterns, and Possibilities. You can more appealing than now.
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