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What is the future of the American West? Is it fated to shine with the benign promise of Ernest Callenbach's
Ecotopia? Or will it instead dissolve into postapocalyptic dust, as in Walter Miller's classic novel A Canticle
for Leibowitz, or devolve into relentlessly dark and rain-soaked urban landscapes, as in Ridley Scott's Blade
Runner?

William Katerberg takes a new look at works of utopian, dystopian, and apocalyptic science fiction to show
how narratives of the past and future powerfully shape our understanding of the present-day West.
Combining intellectual history, literary analysis, and political philosophy, his study boldly encourages
readers to reframe their understanding of both popular Western culture and American political culture.

The frontier has long fostered America's persistent desire to leave the past behind and begin anew-a desire
that has nurtured the utopian dreams of westerners from Progressives to Earth First!ers. Katerberg revisits
the frontier mythos (and iconic figures like Buffalo Bill Cody and Frederick Jackson Turner) and explores
the West of future-oriented novels and films, in which the frontier is long past and American society is
aging. He suggests powerful new ways to think critically and hopefully about American history—and about
politics and civic life in the present.

Ranging widely over science fiction subgenres—from alternative futures to cyberpunk—Katerberg takes us
on a tour of utopias of all stripes, whether exclusivist, reactionary, or progressive. Here are Douglas
Coupland's postindustrial West, Callenbach's eco-utopian Pacific Northwest, and Kim Stanley Robinson's
critical utopian view of Orange County. He considers how Leslie Marmon Silko's Almanac of the Dead ties
revitalized Native American traditions to their hopes for the future, and he uses such stories of race wars as
The Turner Diaries to compare reactionary visions to progressive utopianism.

By looking at how American frontier mythology plays out in the imagined West of the future, Katerberg
offers a new approach to understanding the region's popular culture. Through this artful juxtaposition of
history and projected futures, he reminds us that what's to come is not yet determined—and that, even for a
nation desperate to leave the past behind, history holds ideas that can light the way to a brighter society.
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From reader reviews:

Earnest Jennings:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the publication untitled Future West: Utopia and Apocalypse in Frontier
Science Fiction can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Gabriel Reyes:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy your
short time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to be read. Future West:
Utopia and Apocalypse in Frontier Science Fiction can be your answer because it can be read by a person
who have those short spare time problems.

Henry Brown:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
several books in the top list in your reading list will be Future West: Utopia and Apocalypse in Frontier
Science Fiction. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning
into precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Mary Moore:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of
the Future West: Utopia and Apocalypse in Frontier Science Fiction when you desired it?
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