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In his pioneering treatise on education the great French philosopher presented concepts that had a significant
influence on the development of pedagogy, and yet many of his ideas still sound radical today. Written in
reaction to the stultifying system of rote learning and memorization prevalent throughout Europe in
Rousseau's time, Émile is a utopian vision of child-centered education, full of the sentiments of
Romanticism, which Rousseau himself inspired.

Imagining a typical boy named Émile, Rousseau creates an ideal model of one-on-one tutelage from infancy
to manhood with himself as the child's mentor. "Everything is good as it comes from the hands of the Author
of Nature; but everything degenerates in the hands of man." This is the first of many provocative statements
that characterize this work and are a hallmark of Rousseau's arresting rhetoric. As in so many of his other
famous works, here too Rousseau asserts his main thesis that human beings by nature are good; it is only the
distorting influences of civilization that have corrupted them.

If this is true, then in educating children one must do nothing to interfere with human nature in its natural
course. Far from being the chief means by which society inculcates its rules and principles, education should
be the method of helping youths discover the inherent truths of their own human nature. From infancy to
young adulthood learning should come purely from personal experience. Rather than imparting facts,
teachers should foster self-discovery, so that knowledge is acquired through following innate curiosity, not
vicariously through the statements of others.

Educators as well as students of philosophy will find much to admire in Rousseau's original and still radical
ideas.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Wing:

This Emile: Or Treatise on Education (Great Books in Philosophy) is great reserve for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can say no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Emile: Or Treatise on Education (Great Books in Philosophy) in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Antonia Parham:

You will get this Emile: Or Treatise on Education (Great Books in Philosophy) by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.

Justin Pritchett:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
also know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Emile: Or
Treatise on Education (Great Books in Philosophy).

Fred Nelson:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Emile: Or Treatise on Education (Great Books in
Philosophy) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when
you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book
and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the
book Emile: Or Treatise on Education (Great Books in Philosophy) can to be your friend when you're really



feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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