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Martin Turnbull's Garden of Allah novels have been optioned for the screen by film & television
producer, Tabrez Noorani.

INTERVIEW WITH THE AUTHOR

Your Garden of Allah novels are rich in the history and lore of classic era Hollywood. What was your
original inspiration?

I came across an online article about the Garden of Allah Hotel, which opened on Sunset Boulevard in 1927
just before "The Jazz Singer" ushered in the talkies, and closed in 1959, the year that "Ben Hur" announced
the last hurrah of the studio system. The Garden's residents witnessed the unfolding evolution of Hollywood
and actively participated in it.

How has writing these novels changed your view of this golden age that we perceive as the greatest era
of film production?

L.A. was a much less densely populated city. Consequently, all movie industry workers were far more likely
to know each other. People moved from MGM to Paramount to Twentieth Century-Fox to RKO to Warner
Bros. Two or three degrees of separation were usually enough!

Why did you not go the safe route and change the names of the major players to suit your story?

The whole point of recounting the history of Hollywood through the eyes of the Garden's residents was
because so many celebrities lived there. Harpo Marx and Sergei Rachmaninoff were neighbors, F. Scott
Fitzgerald played charades with Dorothy Parker, Errol Flynn got drunk, Ginger Rogers was always looking
for a tennis partner, and Bogart courted Bacall. I figured: Why tell it if I'm going to change the names?

Do you think stories set in old Hollywood are becoming more popular because of Turner Classic



Movies?

Yes! TCM has produced a whole new audience for them. Consequently there is a greater interest in the time
and place from which these movies sprung.
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From reader reviews:
Wilma Hines:Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the
internet and the resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How
people have to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a
book. Reading through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this
Searchlights and Shadows: A Novel of Golden-Era Hollywood (Hollywood's Garden of Allah novels Book
4) book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.
Jessie Taylor:A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside
with them family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read
you can spent the entire day to reading a reserve. The book Searchlights and Shadows: A Novel of Golden-
Era Hollywood (Hollywood's Garden of Allah novels Book 4) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.
Eric Hempel:Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Searchlights and
Shadows: A Novel of Golden-Era Hollywood (Hollywood's Garden of Allah novels Book 4) reserve written
by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else
read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Searchlights and Shadows: A Novel of Golden-Era
Hollywood (Hollywood's Garden of Allah novels Book 4) as good book not just by the cover but also
through the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
Michael Emery:In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
Among the books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Searchlights and Shadows: A Novel of
Golden-Era Hollywood (Hollywood's Garden of Allah novels Book 4). This book which can be qualified as
The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.
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