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""One of the virtues of good poetry is the fact that it irritates the mediocre.""Theodore Roethke was one of
the most famous and outspoken poets and poetry teachers this country has ever known. In this volume of
selected prose, Roethke articulates his commitments to imaginative possibilities, offers tender advice to
young writers, and zings darts at stuffed shirts, lightweights and fools.""Art is our defense against hysteria
and death.""With the assistance of Roethke's widow, this volume has been edited to include the finest
selections from out of print collections of prose and journal entries. Focused on the making and teaching of
poetry, "On Poetry and Craft" will be prized in the classroom-and outrageous Roethke quotes will once again
pepper our conversations.""You must believe a poem is a holy thing, a good poem, that is.""Theodore
Roethke was of an illustrious generation of poets which included Sexton, Plath, Lowell, Berryman, and like
them he received nearly every major award in poetry, including the Pulitzer Prize and twice the National
Book Award. In spite of his fame, he remained a legendary teacher, known for the care and attention he gave
to his students, poets such as James Wright, Carolyn Kizer, Tess Gallagher, and Richard Hugo. Roethke died
on August 1, 1963, while swimming in a friend's pool.""But before I'm reduced to an absolute pulp by my
own ambivalence, I must say goodbye. The old lion perisheth. Nymphs, I wish you the swoops of many fish.
May your search for the abiding be forever furious.""On Poetry and CraftI am overwhelmed by the beautiful
disorder of poetry, the eternal virginity of words.The poem, even a short time after being written, seems no
miracle; unwritten, it seems something beyond the capacity of the gods.We can't escape what we are, and I'm
afraid many of my notions about verse (I haven't too many) have been conditioned by the fact that for nearly
25 years I've been trying to teach the young something about the nature of verse by
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Pearson:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This [(On Poetry and Craft: Selected Prose)] [Author: Theodore Roethke] published
on (April, 2001) book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here
are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that
want to supply to you. The writer associated with [(On Poetry and Craft: Selected Prose)] [Author: Theodore
Roethke] published on (April, 2001) content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking
[(On Poetry and Craft: Selected Prose)] [Author: Theodore Roethke] published on (April, 2001) is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Molly Maldonado:

The event that you get from [(On Poetry and Craft: Selected Prose)] [Author: Theodore Roethke] published
on (April, 2001) may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but [(On Poetry and Craft:
Selected Prose)] [Author: Theodore Roethke] published on (April, 2001) giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who
read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that [(On Poetry and Craft: Selected Prose)]
[Author: Theodore Roethke] published on (April, 2001) instantly.

John Olive:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they
write about the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth
always try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their
book. One of them is this [(On Poetry and Craft: Selected Prose)] [Author: Theodore Roethke] published on
(April, 2001).

Michael Davis:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, think



reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can have the e-
book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like [(On Poetry and Craft: Selected Prose)]
[Author: Theodore Roethke] published on (April, 2001) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's find.
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