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Jean Toomer's adamant stance against racism and his call for a raceless society were far more complex than
the average reader of works from the Harlem Renaissance might believe. In To Make a New Race Jon
Woodson explores the intense influence of Greek-born mystic G. I. Gurdjieff on the thinking of Toomer and
his coterie-Zora Neale Hurston, Nella Larson, George Schuyler, Wallace Thurman-and, through them, the
mystic's influence on many of the notables in African American literature.
Gurdjieff, born of poor Greco-Armenian parents on the Russo-Turkish frontier, espoused the theory that man
is asleep and in prison unless he strains against the major burdens of life, especially those of identification,
like race. Toomer, whose novel Cane became an inspiration to many later Harlem Renaissance writers,
traveled to France and labored at Gurdjieff's Institute for the Harmonious Development of Man. Later, the
writer became one of the primary followers approved to teach Gurdjieff's philosophy in the United States.
Woodson's is the first study of Gurdjieff, Toomer, and the Harlem Renaissance to look beyond contemporary
portrayals of the mystic in order to judge his influence. Scouring correspondence, manuscripts, and published
texts, Woodson finds the direct links in which Gurdjieff through Toomer played a major role in the
development of "objective literature." He discovers both coded and explicit ways in which Gurdjieff's
philosophy shaped the world views of writers well into the 1960s. Moreover Woodson reinforces the
extensive contribution Toomer and other African-American writers with all their international influences
made to the American cultural scene.

Jon Woodson, an associate professor of English at Howard University in Washington, D.C., is a contributor
to the collection, Black American Poets Between Worlds, 1940-1960. He has published articles in African
American Review and other journals.
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From reader reviews:

Brad Marcum:

With other case, little individuals like to read book To Make a New Race: Gurdjieff, Toomer, and the
Harlem Renaissance. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important some sort of book To Make a New Race: Gurdjieff, Toomer, and the Harlem Renaissance.
You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from
book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's go through.

John Barrow:

The book To Make a New Race: Gurdjieff, Toomer, and the Harlem Renaissance gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
looking at a book To Make a New Race: Gurdjieff, Toomer, and the Harlem Renaissance being your habit,
you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a book To Make a New Race:
Gurdjieff, Toomer, and the Harlem Renaissance. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Dennis Lewis:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This To Make a New Race:
Gurdjieff, Toomer, and the Harlem Renaissance is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Laura Bradberry:

Why? Because this To Make a New Race: Gurdjieff, Toomer, and the Harlem Renaissance is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store



hurriedly.
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