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At the birth of the United States, African Americans were excluded from the newly-formed Republic and its
churches, which saw them as savage rather than citizen and as heathen rather than Christian. Denied civil
access to the basic rights granted to others, African Americans have developed their own sacred traditions
and their own civil discourses. As part of this effort, African American intellectuals offered interpretations of
the Bible which were radically different and often fundamentally oppositional to those of many of their white
counterparts. By imagining a freedom unconstrained, their work charted a broader and, perhaps, a more
genuinely American identity. In Pillars of Cloud and Fire, Herbert Robinson Marbury offers a
comprehensive survey of African American biblical interpretation.  
 
Each chapter in this compelling volume moves chronologically, from the antebellum period and the Civil
War through to the Harlem Renaissance, the civil rights movement, the black power movement, and the
Obama era, to offer a historical context for the interpretative activity of that time and to analyze its effect in
transforming black social reality. For African American thinkers such as Absalom Jones, David Walker,
Zora Neale Hurston, Frances E. W. Harper, Adam Clayton Powell, and Martin Luther King, Jr., the exodus
story became the language-world through which freedom both in its sacred resonance and its civil formation
found expression. This tradition, Marbury argues, has much to teach us in a world where fundamentalisms
have become synonymous with “authentic” religious expression and American identity. For African
American biblical interpreters, to be American and to be Christian was always to be open and oriented
toward freedom. 
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From reader reviews:

Micah Stahlman:

The book Pillars of Cloud and Fire: The Politics of Exodus in African American Biblical Interpretation
(Religion and Social Transformation) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to
use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having
big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Pillars of Cloud and Fire: The
Politics of Exodus in African American Biblical Interpretation (Religion and Social Transformation) for
being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a
publication Pillars of Cloud and Fire: The Politics of Exodus in African American Biblical Interpretation
(Religion and Social Transformation). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Rachel Robbins:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Pillars of Cloud and Fire: The Politics
of Exodus in African American Biblical Interpretation (Religion and Social Transformation) is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Robert Wilkerson:

Pillars of Cloud and Fire: The Politics of Exodus in African American Biblical Interpretation (Religion and
Social Transformation) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word
into enjoyment arrangement in writing Pillars of Cloud and Fire: The Politics of Exodus in African American
Biblical Interpretation (Religion and Social Transformation) yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This
great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Kyle Cook:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. From the
book Pillars of Cloud and Fire: The Politics of Exodus in African American Biblical Interpretation (Religion



and Social Transformation) we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become
creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't
always be doubt to change your life with that book Pillars of Cloud and Fire: The Politics of Exodus in
African American Biblical Interpretation (Religion and Social Transformation). You can more attractive than
now.
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