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A major revision of our understanding of long-range bombing, this book examines how Anglo-American
ideas about "strategic" bombing were formed and implemented. It argues that ideas about bombing civilian
targets rested on--and gained validity from--widespread but substantially erroneous assumptions about the
nature of modern industrial societies and their vulnerability to aerial bombardment. These assumptions were
derived from the social and political context of the day and were maintained largely through cognitive error
and bias. Tami Davis Biddle explains how air theorists, and those influenced by them, came to believe that
strategic bombing would be an especially effective coercive tool and how they responded when their
assumptions were challenged.

Biddle analyzes how a particular interpretation of the World War I experience, together with airmen's
organizational interests, shaped interwar debates about strategic bombing and preserved conceptions of its
potentially revolutionary character. This flawed interpretation as well as a failure to anticipate
implementation problems were revealed as World War II commenced. By then, the British and Americans
had invested heavily in strategic bombing. They saw little choice but to try to solve the problems in real time
and make long-range bombing as effective as possible.

Combining narrative with analysis, this book presents the first-ever comparative history of British and
American strategic bombing from its origins through 1945. In examining the ideas and rhetoric on which
strategic bombing depended, it offers critical insights into the validity and robustness of those ideas--not only
as they applied to World War II but as they apply to contemporary warfare.
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From reader reviews:

Leroy Torres:

The book Rhetoric and Reality in Air Warfare: The Evolution of British and American Ideas about Strategic
Bombing, 1914-1945 (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing
like a book Rhetoric and Reality in Air Warfare: The Evolution of British and American Ideas about
Strategic Bombing, 1914-1945 (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics)? Wide variety you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book Rhetoric and Reality in Air Warfare: The Evolution of British
and American Ideas about Strategic Bombing, 1914-1945 (Princeton Studies in International History and
Politics) has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the
enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Stephen Phelps:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Rhetoric and Reality in Air Warfare: The Evolution
of British and American Ideas about Strategic Bombing, 1914-1945 (Princeton Studies in International
History and Politics) as your daily resource information.

Randy Jones:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Rhetoric and Reality in Air Warfare: The Evolution of British and American Ideas about Strategic Bombing,
1914-1945 (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Rhetoric and Reality in Air Warfare: The Evolution of
British and American Ideas about Strategic Bombing, 1914-1945 (Princeton Studies in International History
and Politics) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
facts for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?



Herman Jenkins:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This e-book Rhetoric and Reality in Air Warfare: The Evolution of British and
American Ideas about Strategic Bombing, 1914-1945 (Princeton Studies in International History and
Politics) was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you
wanted.
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